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NPDES UPDATE FOR PLAN DESIGNERS

REVISED LAND USE P@LY AND PAG-02 NPDESGENERAL PERMIT REATHORIZATION
By Emily Husser, Resource Conservationist

While at the Chapter 102 and 105
Annual Training this year, the Conser-
vation Districts were informed by the
Pennsylvania Department of Environ-
mental Protection (PADEP), Central
Office, that a revision to the Land Use
Policy was made effective as of August
19, 2009. Within the revision of the
policy are new requirements for the
submittal of NPDES Permit Applica-
tions. The DEP has issued a new
General Information Form (GIF) to be
submitted with Individual National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Permit Applications. All
Individual NPDES Permit Applications
are required to have the new GIF or
they will be deemed administratively
incomplete.

The Acts 67, 68 and 127 notifica-
tions that are to be sent to the county
and municipality now have response
letters for the municipality to send
back to the applicant. The response
letters are to inform the applicant of
any conflicts between the project
design and municipal ordinances or the
County Comprehensive Plan. As the
Conservation District spread the word
about the new requirements, we
received many phone calls from local
engineering groups with concerns
about the new response letter require-
ments. Many engineering groups feel
that obtaining a consistency letter from
a municipality for a proposed project
will be difficult. In response to those
phone calls, the District requested
clarification from the PADEP Central
Office and received the following
information.

The revised policy states:

The PADEP permit review process
considers, and under certain conditions
relies upon, comprehensive planning
and zoning ordinances in our decision
making process on authorizations

related to facilities and infrastructure.
This document is a substantial revision
to the current policy in place since
March 2004.

The PADEPG6s
land use plan and zoning ordinance
information in its decision making
applies to projects located in areas of
the state that meet conditions de-
scribed below:

A) The municipality is located in a
county where there is a county
comprehensive plan; and

B) The municipality has adopted a
comprehensive plan or is a part of
a multi -municipal comprehensive
plan; and

C) The county or municipality has
enacted zoning ordinances; and

D) The municipal zoning ordinance,
the municipal comprehensive plan
and county comprehensive plan
are generally consistent as de-
fined by Section 107 of the
Pennsylvania Municipal Planning
Code (PA MPC).

Those items that are present must
all be generally consistent. If they are
not consistent or one is missing, the
policy will not apply. Additional situa-
tions where the revised policy will be
effective are: 1) where a municipality
has adopted a joint zoning ordinance
and, 2) where a municipality has
adopted a county plan or a multi -
municipal plan under Article XI of the
PA MPC. If the revised land use policy
is not applicable for any reason, the
applicant is still responsible for sending
Act 14 notifications to the county and
municipality.

The municipality and county should
be provided the sample land use letters
found in Appendix B and C of the
revised Notice of Intent (N.O.I.)/
Application form effective December 7,
2009. When the design engineer sends
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the notification letters, the municipality
or county will then have 30 days to
provide comments to the applicant
concerning any conflicts with municipal
ordinances or County Comprehensive
Plan. The response letters should be
sent to the applicant, NOT to the DEP
Regional Office or to the County
Conservation District. It should also be
noted that the response letter or
consistency letter does not have to be
in the same format as the form letters
given in the revised Land Use Policy.
The municipal response letters could
be similar to the Act 167 consistency
letters that are currently received by
the Lehigh Valley Planning Commis-
sion. The design engineer for the
project should submit, with the permit
application, to the County Conservation
District, a copy of the Acts 67, 68, and
127 notification letter, along with proof
of receipt (i.e. signed certified mail
receipt) and municipal response letters
(if they have been provided by the
municipality). An application should not
be submitted to the Conservation
District prior to the expiration of the 30
day comment period provided for the
municipality.

If the municipality or county
discovers a conflict between the
ordinances and/or County Comprehen-
sive Plan and the project design, or if
the applicant identifies a conflict, the
County Conservation District is directed
to refer the project to the Office of
Community Revitalization and Local
Government Support
Central Office. The County Conserva-
tion District is permitted to continue
with the review of the project; how-
ever, an action cannot be taken until
the conflict is resolved. The PADEP will
investigate the conflict and make a
permit recommendation to the PADEP
Regional Office Director.

NPDES Upaate, Continued on Page 2
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NPDES Update, Continued from Page 1

The PADEP Central Office has revised the N.O.l./Application
form for NPDES Permits to incorporate the revisions of the Land
Use Policy and other revisions mandated by the reauthorization of
the PAG -02, NPDES General Permit. The new N.O.l/Application
was effective as of December 7, 2009 which is the date for the
reauthorized PAG -02. The District recommends that design engi-
neers and NPDES permit applicants review these changes on
PADEPO6s website. For more i
refer to the links below.

The changes to the Land Use Policy can be accessed from the
PADEPO6s website:

1. http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/

2. Click on Quick Access Link

nformat i ofn

Permits, Licensing & Certification

YEARS OF SERVICE

The District staff mentioned below were recently
recognized for their years of service with the
Conservation District.

JefoZahe, Bireator oh Fgrmiand Bresenvatigm g e @
20 years

Kevin Frederick, Resource Conservationist o)
5 years

3. Click on Department's Land Use Policy
paragraph)

The changes to PAG -02, NPDES General Permit can also be found
on the PADEPO6s website:

PA Bulletin Notice:
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol39/39

-49/2242 .html

(located in the third

Check out the new items on the
enclosed tree seedling

Comment and Response document, Fact Sheet, and Sample
General Permit:
http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/View/Collection

-10687

form! Pick-up date:
4/17/2010. Place orders

Revised NOI, instructions and checklist:
http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/View/Collection

-9432

early!!!

FARMLAND PRESERVATIN NEWS

By Jeff Zehr, Director of Farmland Preservation

Lehigh County Farmland Preservation Board Renamed

I'n honor of Commissioner Sterl
contributions to and support of the Lehigh County Farmland
Preservation Program, the County Commissioners have
taken action to rename the Lehigh County Agricultural Land
Preservation Board the  Sterling Raber Land Preservation
Board of Lehigh County . Sterling Raber has been a cham-
pion for generously funding the program since its inception

in 1989, and Sterling has served as the Chairman of the
Lehigh County Agricultural Land Preservation Board for the
past 17 years. Sterling will be greatly missed and we wish
him the best in his retirement.

234" Lehigh County Farm Preserved

On October 14 ™, the Lehigh County Agricultural Land
Preservation Board preserved
acre farm in Heidelberg Township for $809,416. This was
Lehi gh Co u f'tfayndts be présérved, and the County
now has 19,432 acres of farmland permanently preserved.

Preservation of the Seem Seed Farm

The Lehigh County Board of Commissioners voted on
December 9 " to approve the preservation of 287 acres of
the County owned Seem Seed Farm in Upper Milford Town-
ship with a perpetual agricultural conservation easement.
The County will be donating the conservation easement to
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in early 2010.

The Seem family sold their family farm to the County in
1974 at a price well below the market value with the
request that the land remain open space and available for
public enjoyment. Throughout the years, there have been

numerous proposals to sell this land or develop it for
purposes other than agriculture. Preservation of this
prép&ry ith &h&griQifuralednbetvhtiBnb&sbniedt wil
insure that the Seem Seed Farm will be protected for
agriculture in perpetuity.

March 31 * Deadline for 2010 Applications

The office is currently accepting farmland preservation
applications for 2010. Please call our office at 610 -391 -
9583, ext. 14 or ext. 15 to obtain the application form.

The application form can also be downloaded from the

farmland preservation section of the Lehigh County Con-
servation District website ( www.lehighconservation.org ).
The deadline for submitting a 2010 application is March

31, 2010.

Robert and Joan Wentz Farm, Heidelberg Township


http://www.lehighconservation.org
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/
http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/Get/Document-76213/012-0200-001%20Final.pdf
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol39/39-49/2242.html
http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/View/Collection-10687
http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/View/Collection-9432

LEHIGH COUNTY CONSERATION DISTRICT OFFERS GIS MAPPING
SERVICES TO MUNICIPATIES

By Erin Frederick, Conservation Program Specialist

What is GIS and how will it benefit municipal
decision making?

A Geographic Information System (GIS) is a com-
puter program designed to manipulate, analyze, and dis-
play geographical information. By displaying information
visually, GIS can help municipal officials, staff and EACs
make well -informed land -use decisions.

The Lehigh County Conservation District uses ArcGIS
9.2 software and geographic information from the Lehigh
Valley Planning Commission and other sources to compile
mapping data. The District is available to assist munici-
palities with their mapping needs. The District is also
available to compile new GIS data for natural resource
inventories using a combination of field work, historical
aerial photos, and a GPS unit.

Maps can be tailored to suit your needs.
Examples of base layers and overlays include:

e Historic & recent aerial photographs, USGS Topog-
raphic Quadrangles

e Streams, Floodplains, Wetlands, Soils, Geology,
Woodlands, Natural Areas

e Tax Parcels, Streets, Highways, Water & Sewer Sys-
tems

Example Projects
Saucon Creek Watershed Historical Aerials & Land Use

As part of the Saucon Creek Watershed Conservation
Management Plan, the Lehigh County Conservation Dis-
trict compiled historic aerial photos and created land use
layers to track the change in land use over time. These
maps are available on our web site at:
http://lehighconservation.org/uploads/PDF/
SCWplanmaps.pdf

Little Lehigh Creek Visual Assessment

After volunteers and staff collected data and photo-
graphs of the entire 17 miles of the Little Lehigh Creek,

Coplay Creek Watershed

the Lehigh County Conservation District created an inter-
active GIS database. It allows users to click on a stream
segment and the map to view ratings of the different site
conditions, such as bank erosion, as well as site photo-
graphs. This information is being used to target areas in
need of restoration.

Mapping Fees

Map sizes ranging from 8 1/2" x 11" to 3' x 4' and lar-
ger can be designed and printed in black & white or

color. Maps can be supplied as hard copies, Adobe PDF 6 s
Please call or e-mail us for

or in a variety of other outputs.
details on the costs associated in creating a custom map
for you.

Rebecca Kennedy
610-391 -9583, ext. 18
rkennedy@lehighconservation.org

Erin Frederick
610 -391 -9583, ext. 25
efrederick@lehighconservation.org

PENNSTATE EXTENSION

2010 SOUTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA AG MEETINGS SCHEDULED

By Robert E. Leiby, County Extension Director

Local County Agricultural Extension Educators have
just published a schedule of over 60 educational opportu-
nities for farmers. "Agriculture is an extremely important
industry in Lehigh County," said Robert E. Leiby, Penn
State Extension Educator in Lehigh County.

Penn State Cooperative Extension Educators in South-
east Pennsylvania are working together to ensure that
relevant, meaningful, educational programs are available
to meet the needs of a very diverse agriculture. "One
thousand acre grain farmers, half acre organic berry pro-
ducers, various livestock farmers, and an expanding wine
and horse industry are all in this part of the state. With

agriculture this diverse, it's important to have a wide
range of educational programs to meet the needs of our
farmers," said Leiby.

iWe strive to have the best
so that our agricultural community is well prepared to
compete in what has become a global agricultural market,"
said Leiby.

The schedule that has just been released features pro-
grams like Southeast Pennsylvania Crops Conferences,
Pesticide Update meetings, and Grain Marketing programs.
There are also programs for new and beginning farmers,
organic producers, and the general public.

We also have a schedule of upcoming green industry
meetings. You can also get a copy of this schedule or the
2010 Education for Agriculture by calling Lehigh County
Cooperative Extension at 610  -391 -9840 or visit online at
< http://lehigh.extension.psu.edu >.



http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(103,105,115,64,99,111,110,115,101,114,118,101,99,116,46,111,114,103)+'?')
mailto:rkennedy@lehighconservation.org

Lehigh County Conservation District

Lehigh County Agricultural Center, Suite 102
4184 Dorney Park Road
Allentown, PA 18104-5728

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

(
GO GREEN!

To receive an alert when our newsletter is
available online, send youre  -mail address to
the LCCD at:

info@lehighconservation.org

We will remove your name from our hard copy
mailing list. You will be helping us save paper,
energy and expense!

Non Profit
U.S. Postage
PAID
Allentown, PA
Permit No. 1852

Lehigh County
Conservation District
District Directors

Mary Ellen Snyder,  Chairwoman, Public Director
Gerald Breininger,  Vice Chairman, Public Director
Robert Souder, Secretary/Treasurer, Farmer Director
Harold Hoppes, Public Director
Daniel Hunsicker,  Farmer Director
Percy Dougherty,  County Commissioner
Robert Schmidt,  Farmer Director
Warren F. Wanamaker,  Director Emeritus
Margaret Bradbury,  Director Emeritus

Upcoming Events

e Natural Resource Inventory Workshop February 10
e PA Birds and Climate Change February 24
e Annual Tree Seedling Sale April 17
e High School Envirothon April 27
e Junior High/Middle School Envirothon April 29

For details, contact the District Office, 610 -391 -9583

Associate Directors

James R. Baker
Brad Youst, PE

To make a donation to help protect water quality in

Lehigh County, please visit our web site at:
www.lehighconservation.org or call 610 -391 -9583, X17.

James Kelly
Scott Cope
Staff
Paul R. Sell, Jr.,  District Manager
John D. Bohman, Lead Resource Conservationist
Kim Zieger, Resource Conservationist
Kevin Frederick, Resource Conservationist
Emily Husser, Resource Conservationist
Ruth Davis, Program Assistant

Rebecca Kennedy, Watershed Specialist
William McFadden, Ag Resource Conservationist
Kathy Borger, Office Manager/Newsletter Editor

Cammy Kiechel, Office Assistant
Jeffrey Zehr,  Director of Farmland Preservation
Beverly Weaver,  Conservation Program Specialist
Erin Frederick, Conservation Program Specialist

Phone: (610)391 -9583
FAX: (610)391 -1131

EMail: info@lehighconservation.org
www.lehighconservation.org
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